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Abstract
A reacher affects eternitv. He can never tell where his influence stops

— Henry B. Adams (American Historian. 1838 — 1918)

Social Change and Development happens through Quality Education and Quality
Education in turn is a direct result of Quality Teaching and Teachers. Hence the
importance of a high caliber teacher cannot be emphasized any better than this.

We are now at a time when the structure of higher education is on the cusp of a
major change that is steadily disrupting the listless status quo that has existed all
along. The ICT strides of the 2 st century have been one of the primary drivers behind
the transition moves. Structured Teacher Training and benchmarked excellence
levels in teaching have more or less been out of the ambit of higher education for
long. However, the education industry of 21st century India has seriously started
acknowledaing the necessity of restructuring the higher education system and
settingcommon henchmarks to provide the students with the hest possible learning
experience that would be practically relatable to the world outside of the academic
confines. It has become rather imperative 1o revamp the higher education system in
order to remain relevant and survive in this competitive world. It is definitely a good
development irrespective of whether it is driven by a survival instinct or proactive
progress aspirations:

Keywords: Teacher Development, Higher Education, Professional Development,
Continuous Improvement

Teacher Development is one key aspect of higher education
that is increasingly being accorded the top slot in the agenda of
all the change initiatives, which is reflective of the realization that
the quality of education at any level undeniably depends on the
quality of its teachers: There have been some great initiatives in
this regard that are gathering steady momentum especially over the
last 10 years, although a lot more still needs to be done to really
feel and experience the sustainable impressions of the change. The
functional Quality Assurance Cells in all institutions and the periodic
Faculty Development Workshops conducted amply highlight the
importance accorded to a teacher’s role. Several commissions and
expert committees set up by the government over the last 20 years
have framed useful guidelines and have also emphasized on a year-
long professional induction and pedagogical excellence development
training for all the newly recruited teachers in higher education.
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ORIENTING STUDENTS TOWARDS PARTICIPATORY
LEARNING IN UNDERGRADUATE COURSES

Alishatha K.
Assistant Professor
Srilakshmi V. Kittur
Agsistant Professor
Department of Commerce and Management, APS College of Commerce, Bengaluru

Abstract:
This paper deals with Student Participation which is an
assessment of a student’s performance in a course outside of

their assessments. Considerations which are involved for

evaluation in student participation are engagement in class
discussions, engagement in online discussions and student
behaviour in group settings. Students who participating in
class would have studied the material well enough to introduce
new concepts to their peers. Participation can also help
students learn from each other, increasing comprehension
through cooperation. This can in turn improve relationships
between students and between the student and professor.
Students that regularly participate in class are constantly
involved with the material and are more likely to remember a
greater portion of the information. Active class participation
also improves critical and higher level thinking skills. The
paper also deals with methods to orient students towards
participatory learning. Faculties should find new ways t0
engage Students in Learning and to find key factors for
student’s engagement, which will create a new climate and
interesting environment to study. Students will experience
more authentic leaming and work on their ékills of creativity,
collaboration, and critical thinking when they select the
vocabulary to use and decide on how to design their game.It
can be risky trying some different methods in the classroom,
but in order to keep students involved and to move beyond
the traditional classroom roles of teacher-driven learning to

engage students in learning, we have to step out of doing
what we have always done.

Key Words: Student Involvement, Methodology, Take-away,
Technology, Faculty Motivation

Introduction

Participatory approaches to learning are active
approaches that encourage people to think for themselves.
Participants actively contribute to teaching and learning,
rather than passively receiving information from outside
experts, who may not have local understanding of the issues.
The approach encourages people to share information, leam
from each other, and work together to solve common problems.
The action of taking participation in activities and projects.
the act of sharing in the activities of agroup.

The participatory learning strategy has its theoretical
basis in the behaviourism as well as in cognitive and social
psychology. Collaboration is auseful tool used within
participatory culture as adesired educational outcome. The
Partnership for twenty-first century Skilis, for example, defines
collaboration as working effectively and respectfully with
diverse teams, exercising flexibility and awillingness to male
compromises to accomplish acommon goal, and assuming
shared responsibility for collaborative work while valuing
individual contributions.

Participatory learning is also a tool for students 10
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explore their ideas, thoughts, and opinions of any matter
which can encourage other students to actively participate in
learning process. The participatory learning technigque is more
effective than the traditional method not only in the sense
that it enhances studenis’ achievements, but also because it
leads learners to develop 2 more positive and favourable
attitude foward any course.

Dbjectives:

®  Ideas to orient students fowards participatory learning.
®  To understand the importance of participatory leamning.
#  The impact of Participatory iearning

Scepe of study
_ The scope of study is iimited to under graduate degree
students.

Research methodsiogy

Secondary data inclusive of quantitative and qualitative
data as well collected from various websites for the purpose
of study and to give more valid ané authentic we collected
information from students about the participatory leaming.

To understand the importance of participatory fearning.

If there is no participatory learning any amount of time,
money, or energy invested is of any use.

The whole sole object of teaching and learning is slashed.
There is no hope of building an educated nation

The more the learner participate the more learning
happens even though it is for a short duration.”

The impact of Participatory learning

@ The out come of participatory learning has a great
impact on the young minds. If the learning has not
happened than it’s a clear sign that the learner has not
participated his participation or involvement is nill.

®  There is a huge scope for creative and out of box
thinking if this kind of learning happens.

@  Irislike building an educated society, community, nation

Findings

Participatory learning is the body of the lessen, where
learners are involved as actively in the leaming process as
possible. There is an intentional sequence of activities or
leamning events that will help the leamer achieve the specified
objective or desired ouicome.

The following list summarizes some of the many
approaches.

1. Clarification Paunses:

This simple technique fosters “active listening.”
Throughout & lecture, particularly after stating an important
point or defining a key concept, stop presenting and allow
students time to think about the information. After waiting,
ask if anyone needs to have anything clarified. Ask students
to review their notes and ask questions about what they've

written so far.

2.  Writing Activities such as the “Minnte Paper™:

At an appropriate point in the lecture, ask the students
to take out a blank sheet of paper. Then, state the topic or
question you want students to address. For example, “Today,
we discussed abont Fundamental Rights and Fundamental
Duties. List as many key events and figures as you can
rememmber. You have two minutes — gol”

3.

Self-Assessment:

Students receive a quiz {typically ungraded) or a checklist
of ideas to determine their understanding of the subject.
Concept inventories or similar tools may be used at the
beginning of a semesier or the chapter to help stadents

identify misconceptions.

4, Large-Group Discussion
=

discuss a topic in class based on a reading, video, o1
problem. The Instructer may prepare a list of questions to
facilitate the discussion. Students should be dragged to

involve ioto discussion.

3. hink-Pair-Bhare:

)

Have students worl individually on a problem or reflest

their a

on a passage. Students then compars their responses with
tution to share with the sntire
.

SHEMS man

class. Most of the time during students are

using group study as a major tool for learning.

6.  Cooperative Groups in Class (Informal Groups, Triad
Groups, ste.):

Pose a question for each cooperative group while you
circulate around the room answering questions, asking further
questions, and keeping the groups on task. After allowing
time for group discussion, ask students to share thel

discussion points with the rest of the class.

7. Pesr Review

This actually is considered to be the most iricky method
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as the review is based on the emotional and psychological
mind set of the students.Students are asked to complete an
individual homework assignment or short paper. On the day
the assignment is due, students submit one copy to the
instructor to be graded and one copy to their partner. Bach
student then takes their partner’s work and, depending on the
nature of the assignment, gives critical feedback, and corrects

mistakes in content and/or grammar.

§.  GroupEvaluations:
Similar to peer review, students may evaluate group
presentations or documents to assess the quality of the

content and delivery of information.

9. Braimstorming

Introduce a topic or problem and then ask for student
input. Give students a minute to write down their ideas, and
then record them on the board. An example for an introductory
political science class would be, “As a Student of Commerce
what is your opinion on inflation in India?”

1¢. Case Studies:

Use real-life stories that describe what happened to a
community, family, school, industry, or individual to prompt

students to integrate their classroom knowledge with their-

knowledge of real-world situations, actions, and consequences.
A case study on ethics was discussed in the class the

response was amazingly good.

12. Interactive Lecture:

Instructor breaks up the lecture at least once per class
for an activity that lets all students work directly with the
material. Students might observe and interpret features of
images, interpret graphs, malke calculation and estimates, etc.

No questions or views during interactive session can be

ignored or neglected in participatory learning.

14. Role Playing:

Here students are asked to “act out” a part or a position
to get a better idea of the concepts and theories being
discussed. Role playing exercises can range from the simple
to the complex. Especially in language classes and theory

classes.

Ideas to orient students towards participatory
learning.

When the various approaches are implemented definitely

@

the participatory learning becomes a reality and
involvement from the student’s side makes the teacher
and leamer both to involve in participatory learning.

e  Sometimes in the due course of teaching so much of
participatory leamning is happening.

@ Once the learning happens to the learner interest
develops.

Conclusion

The satisfaction of the noble profession of teaching in
any form or any school/ college/University formal or informal
is when there is participation of the students of all age/
category/class /mental status.

To our conclusion ‘ne paréicipation: ne learning’ any

amount of luxury investment will not be fructified if the learner

does not show his involvement.
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